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Rep. Johnson voting for your $2,700 Permanent Fund Dividend Check

DISTRICT 11 – GREATER PALMER

WHY I VOTED YES
When it comes to choosing to
vote Yea or Nay on a bill, I have
a lot to consider as your
representative. Some bills are
cut & dried, but others may
benefit some in our district while
causing difficulties for others. I
have received a lot of comment
on two such bill, so let’s talk
about these yes votes.
I voted YES on HB285, the
mental health bill, to provide full
funding for our Alaska Pioneer
Homes. With HB286 having
passed the House, roughly $16
million in Pioneer Home funding
remained attached to the mental
health bill. Without it, the
Pioneer Homes fall short of full
funding by 24%. I made a
commitment to our seniors to
support full funding for these
facilities and I am happy to have
upheld my pledge.
I voted Yes for a $2,700 PFD for
every qualified Alaskan. I have

been asked by some why I would
vote for this when I have called for
a reduced budget. Simply put, our
PFD should not be considered part
of the operating budget, and was
not until the present administration
changed it. By statute, 50% of the
earnings of the Permanent Fund are
to be distributed to the people of
Alaska as a PFD. These funds
should be appropriated and off the
table. We must continue to have
real opportunities to cut spending
in a multitude of areas that will not
have ‘draconian’ results. These
cuts, and the elimination of further
waste can, and will produce a
realistic budget, while continuing
to afford full PFD checks.

Rep. Johnson discussing HB366
at a March town hall meeting.

Rep. Johnson sits on the following:

HOUSE COMMITTEES

 Resources
 State Affairs
 Energy

Rep. Johnson with Mat Su Regional
Hospital CEO, Dave Wallace

