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April 7, 2017
Fiscal Plan Update
We are now at day 81 of 90 of the Legislative Session. While many of us went into
this session filled with a lot of optimism about solving our fiscal crisis, it has been
disappointing to see the House Democratic Majority stall every piece of legislation
that could solve our state’s enormous fiscal deficit. Thus far, the Democrat Majority
has failed to gain enough votes to advance their two major pieces of legislation:
HB 115 (income tax and Permanent Fund POMV plan) and HB 111 (oil and gas
taxes/credits). Both bills remain stuck in the House Finance Committee, and
legislators have no idea when they might be ready for primetime. This stalling
represents a huge setback in getting Alaska’s budget under control and helping our
struggling economy.
House Republicans have continued to advance ideas that would close the budget
deficit, provide fiscal certainty to businesses, and avoid imposing taxes on
Alaskan families. A major component of our fiscal plan, HB 192, has not even
received a hearing. My caucus and I are dedicated to completing our work on time
and in 90 days. Unfortunately, multiple critical hearings have been canceled and
House Floor votes have yet to occur despite our having less than two weeks to go.

Tax Bills Update
This year we have seen nine different tax proposals introduced, and none of them
have advanced to a vote on the House Floor. These bills, most of which were
introduced by the House Democratic Majority, increase the cost of running small
businesses, reduce Alaskans income, tax essential commodities, and hurt our
state's biggest employers. None of these bills close the fiscal gap, but they will all
grow the cost of living for Alaskan families.
Alaska is in the midst of a serious recession, and I am generally not comfortable
with new or higher taxes on our struggling economy. Our government must be
creative with its resources, and find new innovative ways to live within its means
before turning to taxes on Alaskans. I will be tracking all of these tax proposals as

they move through the process, and will keep you posted as to their different
financial implications for our communities and families.

Sexual Assault Awareness Month
April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month in Alaska. Now is a good time to reflect
on the ways we can work to prevent assault and support survivors. By working
together and pooling our resources during the month of April, we can highlight
sexual violence as a significant public health, human rights and social justice issue
and reinforce the need for prevention efforts. Standing Together Against Rape, a
non-profit serving victims and encouraging prevention of sexual violence in Alaska,
has many events planned during the month of April including:
Trusted Adult Superhero Day: 2nd Week of April, throughout Anchorage
Walk a Mile in Her Shoes: Saturday, April 29th, 11:30 a.m., University Center Mall
International Denim Day: Wednesday, April 26th, All Day, throughout Anchorage
To find out more or see ways you can help, visit: http://www.staralaska.com/sexualassault-awareness-month.html

Opioid Crisis
Last month, House Bill 24, my bill that criminalizes the possession and sale
of the incredibly dangerous synthetic opioid U-47700, also known as “Pink”,
overwhelmingly passed the Alaska State House. On Monday, April 3rd, HB
24 unanimously passed the Alaska State Senate! It empowers state and
local law enforcement to put dealers behind bars and save the lives of
Alaskans caught in the downward spiral of opioid addiction.
Our legislation is one component of Alaska’s comprehensive statewide plan
to fight opioid addiction, a menace to our society destroying lives, families
and communities. House Bill 24 now heads to Governor Bill Walker’s desk,
where we hope swift action will be taken to sign this legislation into law.

Seward Highway Project Update
Following the recent snowfall, the project has resumed its normal pace of work. For
a full project overview from the Alaska Department of Transportation, click
here. DOT put out the following statement regarding Brayton Drive:
Beginning Monday, April 10 at 8:00pm, Brayton Drive will be CLOSED to all
traffic, from Dimond Boulevard to 68th Avenue. Residents can access the
northbound Seward Highway by using Sandlewood Place and Lore Road as an
alternate DETOUR route. In addition, Sandlewood Place, Meadow Street and
68th Avenue should be used as a Brayton Drive business access DETOUR
route.
Please note that no side road access will be permitted to and from the Homer
Drive and Brayton Drive frontage roads during construction.
Later this season, Seward Highway traffic will be rerouted to the Homer
Drive and Brayton Drive frontage roads. Work will be in effect 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week, through mid-October, in order to expedite the
construction process.
To receive email updates about this project, email:
SewardDowlingDimond@spawnak.com

Thank you so much for taking the time to read this update! We really appreciate
your engagement.
Our toll free number is 888-269-3879 and follow me on Facebook, Instagram and
Twitter. Justclick on the links below. We are listening.
Warmly,
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